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BIOGEAPHICAL SKETCH
Sunday, a lovely bright windy day, clear sky and more sui shine than we have seen since the day at lona on 22 Jun Went to church at Oban and had a little walk before comir on board. We hope to have a walk on Kerrera after kettledrur We start tomorrow for home and will go either outside Islay < down the Sound between Islay and Jura as we find the weathi will permit; any way we expect to be back in Largs by Tuesdg some time....
E. T."
" KYLE AKIN, SKYE.   5.45 P.M., Saturday 7 Aug.
Left Isle Ornsay a little after one today and sailed up tl Kyles with a bright sun and a clear sky but not much win We got on nicely through Kyle Rhea and Loch Alsh and ha a pretty view of Loch Duach and Loch Long. We then enters the narrows of Kyle Akin when the wind failed and the tide h£ previously turned against us at a critical part just opposite tl lighthouse. We got a boat out to put her head round and hi to get out the anchor to hinder us going aground, so here we a: in Kyle Akin and as the tide won't turn for some hours I suppo: we are here for the night instead of getting on to Portree....'
"KYLE AKIN;  Sunday, 8 August 1880.
This has been a showery day with bright gleams of sunshin The scenery is very beautiful, mountain, island and sea. We i bended to go ashore to hear the Gaelic service in a mission chun here. (The regular church is at Broadford 8 miles away.) I Robertson and Dr Smith were to go for the whole service, whi the rest of us intended going to hear the end of the Gaelic servi and stay for the English service, but there was no minister he: and no service. The Missionary had gone to assist at a Communk service at Balmacara, so Dr Robertson was asked to preach; ar they hailed us from the beach to come ashore which we did ar a congregation was got together about 54 individuals. Dr Robertsc gave a very interesting sermon or rhapsody, which though n< logical carried one on by the eloquence of the man and tl poetical declamation. It all lasted about an hour....
Dr Young poured some oil over the side of the yacht and \ watched the calm spot for a long distance and saw what we h$ intended—the gulls taken in by this calm spot and come to it: search of food."
. In 1882 another move, the last in Thomson's life, was fora on his family, as the site of Oakfield House was wanted for tl building of a church. Mrs Thomson was then suffering from weak" heart, and the removal to 2 Florentine Gardens was co ducted with great difficulty. An extract from a letter fro